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Stories of Our Soil

Myths are an integral part of different cultures. Along with being stories about gods and

supernatural figures, they are the subjective truths of people who lived many thousands

of years ago and the foundations of many rituals that continue to be performed. Most
myths are of religious significance, which explains why these narratives survive for so long. The
Ramayana — one of the two most important epics in Hinduism — has a sustained relationship
with millions of people in India. To many, the Ramayana takes them back to their childhood
initiation into the oral tradition of storytelling; they heard its stories from their grandparents.

To celebrate the life of Lord Ram and the lessons and values the Ramayana upholds, Prabha
Khaitan Foundation organised a boutique festival called the Ramayana Kala Utsav. Tales about
and around the holy city of Ayodhya immortalise the birthplace of Ram. With this festival, we
brought together thinkers, writers, artists, cultural curators and so many people from all over the
country to soak in the smells of Ayodhya and learn about its cultures. With many enlightening
discussions and breathtaking performances contextualising the Ramayana, this distinctive three-

4
day festival will stay in our hearts.
Held over three days in April, the Ramayana Kala Utsav was inaugurated in the august presence (
of the Padma Shree-winning author, Vidya Vindu Singh, and IG Ayodhya Range, Praveen Kumar.
Shinjini Kulkarni, Ehsaas Woman of Noida, transported us to the world of the Ramayana through
her spellbinding dance performance, and offered us a glimpse of Sita that we are not very familiar
with. The Padma Bhushan and Padma Vibhushan-winning artist, Sonal Mansingh, blurred the
boundary between her art and reality, and made us feel as if we were in Sita’s swayamvar. Some
panel discussions situated the Ramayana through many centuries, while some took us through the
many perspectives and readings that the Ramayana lends itself to. The sessions were not only about
what happened in the remote past; one of them established the link between Sita’s prophecy and
climate change, underscoring how the epic is relevent in modern times.
We are grateful to Anant Vijay for helping the Foundation curate this unique festival. We also
extend our gratitude to Bimalendra Mohan Pratap Mishra, the scion of the Ayodhya royal family,
and his family members for gracing the Ramayana Kala Utsav that the Ehsaas Women of Lucknow
and Kanpur put their hearts into curating. A special vote of thanks is owed to Ramasharan
Awasthi, who was instrumental with his help in Ayodhya. A walk by the river Sarayu and to some
places of religious significance added to the spiritual experience. This festival transcended all
contentions and was an ode to our culture and to Hinduism, bringing alive many long-lost stories

of an ancient city.
e

Disclaimer: The views and opinions expressed in the articles are those of the authors. They do not reflect the opinions or views of the Foundation or its members.
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Onward and Upward

Prabha Khaitan Foundation organises diverse
events across India, but a singular goal runs
through them all — the intention to uphold the
plethora of cultural, culinary, literary, linguistic and
religious traditions the country prides itself on. In
recent times, the Foundation has been organising
unique festivals that refuse to remain restricted

to one category. These are a manifestation of our
quest to think beyond the familiar. These festivals
are about bringing to light many unknown cultural
entities and forgotten histories intrinsic to human
lives. With spring approaching as a harbinger of
hope, the Foundation organised a boutique literature
festival in February called Shaharnama. This one-
of-its-kind festival was a tale of many cities that
brought together authors, artists, journalists and
activists from every nook of the country.

Alongside celebrating the arts, cultures, food,
histories and traditions of different cities,
Shaharnama opened the windows of our minds and
invigorated us. Its resounding success emboldened
the Foundation to take this unique model forward.
Thus was born the idea of the Ramayan Kala

Utsav, which took shape as a cultural and literary
descendant of Shaharnama. The Ramayana is an
integral part of many Indians’ lives; so why not
organise a festival that sheds light on the epic and
rises above the mainstream discourses that cloud
people’s understanding of it? Taking off from the
success that Shaharnama met, the Foundation
organised the Ramayana Kala Utsav in Ayodhya
in April. Here are a few glimpses into the work,
meetings and collaborations that went into its
making!
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I BARY TS, TRWRT, S ORI, e I, T Sepi 3R aAldpoiiad H Harfed e & argd

g1 I gARY AR SR TReT & cfies @t £ &, Sfas 9 9y 7o gAY Stavraaf & wad wgeR ft §1 S
TR IRATEAT IR HRARIT T TR IMAT T UfIfIcd el 21 SHfTT U1 W™ Brese™ o 3+
AN STEHT A RIS R HHYR & TN 4 fawfia Iraor FHoerm Scwa’ ol ST srivea §
femam

T IT H I - RIS wifey & ficqent, foaRept, oiaent, f9wsti, detlart 3R Apfmial & arer &
I AT RYpT A Y YT forar; iR pett, Aifged, ofies § g it IH-SThY, I BT 3R IR0 H IufRAfT
&Y =1t Hr

difgm-fomet & = “sfivm Y AR/ 3R YR B g, ITHBAT W STDH BT g5, ‘qiedl A
IRV BT HAT-FAGYA’, 3Ny Fey # v, ‘M J gg ik e, ‘ugefT warei §
MR, ‘A ° W, ‘3fege ey | IHrer iR S9d a3 ® Wi Rt ‘fihenl o sk @1
aRF-RET 3 39 I9d B T fafdrse TReAT ugm &

Id & 3 - gt 9 IR 9 ST IRy T bl Ittar Si-arfeh, 9 o 7o 3iR s sl & it
AT H &R &0 Sfidd I AgT ek FRUT 7T HIAT GRT SEBRT ‘g 14Ul BT 7", “9Tast TR, ‘H et
‘Hardt 3R ‘BT RaRm HY’ St Aipfis IRl 7 FeeT 79 Mg form

THT T g 3 TV Hell ScHd’ DI AT g1 $H 37 & 3FTel I8T § 37T 39 S5d o e, s
<, T8t BRI S22 ©, AT B AT FGdh Sfiad H I &b et R IFDBT AlBHTe IR, Tg BT

5ft Hitc & AREUT H JASIG! & 3Td Halcdd a¥ § TR ‘MY Hell Scqa’ Dl G T TR
TRER 3R AleleT UER & w4 H A3 3hTeH! H Feriam U g3
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THTIUT SHeAl IcAd’ Rl IgTeA THRIE:

IR Y Pl -, Rrg—urdcdt H TR 2
1 TR AT & HILH |, ITe ANe P HIEIH ¥, AR
A TRORTRA &, AEPRI & HTETT | Ig FRpil gt @
ql EART <91 9 o 9 Siem1” gersht & T aivs
iRgep farer fag e = I8 a1d a1 W BISser iR
STET o Y 3R | 3rivea H amanfid o ot
‘IMARIVT HeAT ST P IGICT FHARIE H TR T
aifcrfy e

greT I8! 5 T e, qrE IH 99 9eET IEhe,

HeGH ITEG! AT, RITH Aq 5 T S...F
I & A1 Rig 7 IReAT Y IIa eReft R 37 PRIPH
& AT DI el Gt STTS 3R A1 I Y AR,
AT AT IR ST PRIHH P fofT ATASTD! DT ATYATS

Dimple Trivedi, Deepa Mishra, Kanak Rekha Chauhan, Apra Kuchhal, Anindita Chatterjee and Aarti Gupta with Vidya Vindu Singh and Praveen Kumar as they light the inaugural lamp



https://youtu.be/GufUHk7ZtZw
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fean| wreSeH & TITh
S J9T WA T IS PR §Y
g el o 31T gl Sieh!
]qew SRR 8rft| Ieei et
TR GEoH 1 AR 1
JeM & e o g BriH tH
I SUhY gl

g 7 e fb S & M
3iR e &t AR R Hard
ITRIITBYARE P
T IR M gARY |l |,
Sfiae & air-a o s €
I I | Tepfl H SFpe
B STl 81 37T 97 fea I
& 3R @ I 2l Jorsit b ; : - W
RRd g, A m oo, [ L - f BELR | .
TR & ﬂﬂ%m@lﬁ .} X, E | £ Manjari Mishra, Vandana Singh, Anant Vijay and Shraddha Murdia
faea o 07 BT BT TR gaT|

BRLKEGIE & SRR, e I P R RAER o s 31 7g Rt 7 3l aimeenn w8 @t St 31 78
I S-S & §| HT T GG S A BRS T SR T oI AT &1 PRI 1 7 B 91fh goT’ oY AT e g PR A

JUBIHAT S|

‘I AT I’ P Sl THRIE BT AT g
T RETS et ot = fvar| S Aifecy et & o, &t
& P4 iR a1 & o1 H ‘efifdr <ar wa' &b IgeH & Y
rfaRrt a1 STl famam iR situaRes FamTd axhe & forg
STEHT A SHIYR MR THT Y ST fobarm| TaT 3 &gl fob
SRNET & 3 g YR IR 3 TRE P ¥ Uged Ao
&b 3o aref B i I gHRY AR, HEH R 3iiR gR

S T &Y S &1 S fT wieR Sepsfiat 3 warfe ameen & ared 1 &R AR
BT SRt T8l 21 FReR vt off |rfeed 3R TReT & T ar

P T IRfer o renx 3 R & ' ' &, = 9 5g 7
ISR . ' = AR Fad Fear ot &

PHR 7 Pel [ I8 39 < I 984 q9f SFHT T ST TR
o1feh &, i1 XTI & Y ¥, I e & Y ¥, ARG &1 SEATHD SHTHT BT
I & AT D B, IH b Tl b wY § gfcrfifeca vl 81 98 TR s
iR < & el S gY e Ui SR Hepldy ¥ 217 o Ry ot e
FHEY P HY T TH &1 S @R g9 | 3T ; ®Y H AT AR o & iy R
93 21 Iganfa AR oRur v F foraT B, 77, T8 21 T ST 917 ottt Y ara iy 3R
TEERT INT ¥ & 1T &1 IS Pla a7 77, Wﬁ%lqﬁawqﬁ%a—dmwmm
& IS &1’ g Sk ARG i ATaeha & TG P A1 & Se 39 YHTRI Pl I I

2| IThT T AfHT B M g DA 1 Pl S fe

SR AP TRRT P T cfip &, S b GRS % YOI 3R Fe R Al
AW EN T A W A IR ik H W e B AHE AP AR Fesd 1 B

g, forem b faiege el g 9fetn Hg g

SRR A RATRE T e Dl b I8 BT 31 fiY aTED 21 R fORAR A 1o Ty Y
Seie TR 3§ e R b wu § Sufd o Yot SR A X7 I ST, < <7 A g aged, S =T
& qford TETFRIers HT HHR 3 RIS P 597 TR g’ | O 91 FETH Y 3R SRiSTeR, Hfrfi B

&1 T BT 3HR BT fob faea Fxepfer oy & wu o
7 TR & o I, DT FafeT IR IR Y
Hell 3R AT § T, IR 31 fsam
freprer Y S PIfIYT & a8 WRTEHI Bl
Jei gl fob U Y HAT 3T 29 b
WIS H, &R 9T H forar w1 3mRax
PV T PO e a1 39 PATH ¢ &
35 3P SIRATET A, DT I AP AN

Shinjini Kulkarni
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Vidya Vindu Singh, Udai Pratap Singh and Praveen Kumar

1 aRT f&aT| Se e fob eraear TRY I [T iR FRpha
T Ul & ST Tee aul A faeg &l sfiad S o1 /et <t o1
21 I8 99 g fb 317 31k 3Rt &l o1g dfeh 31T 8T ) Aahell,
FIfep XM Il 15 Y AT B YaTed g aret umor &, R ST
R 6T BT T8 & ST Aehelt | SH TR F AXPhT IR TR
YT W™ BISSIH A T 81 BT ST ATl ‘A7 I Bl 37
&, |9 ATH & G 3iep Y g &1 e, 3ib Ve &% L1 D A
e el fb 3Toi SRATEAT bl ORA UTa JfH W IR0 et
Icqa’ H 31U Heh! SRR & g7 TRanfd g

Tood 1 AT 5 ARGIP B A A, HEM wifeed Y,
ARYETS iRaepT SF U W ¥ 1980 & <9eh H BbleTebral H o

TG i STURRIT I & ‘P & g &' & I ol 7t off,

P

Suchitra Sajid Dhanani, Surbhi Dhupar and Shruti Agarwal s

./

A

ST 37T Y BISSIM Dl IR T B
Seie I {6 BIeseH A fiset IR
' 3 off 31ftrs gt A AR & AR
| SR ARPHID LRI B WATRT B,
| ST 3 3R WRARAT PR FHY AR
g 1 g1 e, Hifeed, ARPi,
farerr, gaiferur, avgsfia 8iiR Afger
B erchieur & o & BroSe YR
3R faeer & 50 | ST et H Ao
HU A IR g1 39 5f e fofes
T TRET, 9 & TSI SupHT,
&1 AFIAT ITH 2| Fesd 1 AT
BRI &t IR F THBRT & 3iR
T f3Tey, gUvET SR R
QT Y IGIaT o P 3TeATaT 318 &b
& 5 ‘g b’ DT AT 3R TP
fa=or Sisdt nfafafRmt 6 off SHeERt
=

&R 37c gR 2T 37Tl ale Grile Sglefer |e el

RIS & TRT GETUI herq Pifc il STife 7 ... &b A1 &
Pract 7 oTEar g o1 G o o foTY g T Pletapral
ST ST 1 ST 3R] ST = 9 fh STy g, THT W™
BISSIN hI Afger rfemIRar aRaT 31 g Shaw & fafde & &
e AfReTSA B T g B, S \EIST DY Art W e iR
I FETaT o o foly el Bielt &1 AEel FeAhIERT o PHeex
TRED b T H HISSH Pl ARG HR H EARI JHT & A1 B
& 1 T4 3fR TR o S gt Bl

Ule Hg gyl 919 SSIRT| Sfd gre gRI= 4fc ARTI

HITET FaT ST 11 ST Aled Sifg ST9d GRIRY...b ATl &
3t 7 T el I’ BT THBRT I & oY g o
FRITS PH1ch Nl AgH Pl oIl | g = gl fob #ff I & ik
DI BRIS] Pedl H TR Tl 1 Fhall g, R |t I8 g9R1 BieT A1
TR 2 fob & mmavr dert Sewa’ | Haier goni it kM, 2 3m
A St T, &ft ;M & TR, 2 IERI & urE, 2 W & sred, At
RT¥ bl HTeT IS T RO il |

THT WA HIESH &l PRIGR! IR rfifear gesit = |t
a1t a1 wamIa &Ik TR siffY &Ik fafdrse siftifYr @ arfde
TP ‘TN el IE” BT YHRY Y A ord R 83TT| IGIeT
Ferepulf Y AATERY SRfer oft| SR S1ge YR & Teh TR,
g orfeh waour A7 a1 7 IEPRT T 90T BT HT 31U T
g aR ® fobar o, &t IRgfT & TRY 77T, 987 &, ART 51 3T 4,
TR TS B &, TR PIFeT BT b AL HHR 7 AT D HG Bredt
Y I 39 TR 7 Fap1 e Sfia fera|
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Apra Kuchhal Aarti Gupta

Dimple Trivedi =r Esha Dutta

Anubha Arya and Anvita Pradhan Nidhi Garg and Monica Bhagwagar
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Vidya Vindu Singh AR A " Udai Pratap Singh

“oRt Gfee H AT BT g7, AT Dl U, T BT SR, AT
1 AT HTE, IFpT FHM, T G T 81 b 5 A
a7 &b TRI-U<I I A B TE el ¢ gIst | w7
&1 aRs ciRaer s faen fawg Rig @11 3 sraveT § smfra
IV el I’ b U T 3 P ST SR AR
&1 ggarT’ v R et @ off | 3 | 5 I HUT P T <f
357 yad g 7 +ff o1 R | araieR 6t firet sTRe
TET A TS | STET A oRaTISs e Xl A o T iR
YIS o b AT A B UG | Seie et fob At
3R HIR o SARHAT Ueb TR W feber 1R &, g 3119 39 77 D
IR TG ahiall & vt | #fF I & foeT 9Ra 31k AReftarar &t
BT AT Ht Gfeepel | FaRhA &t gR & s/adR, srren
& IGPAR A I A, a2 I, iR R o Femaen it

Aarti Gupta


https://youtu.be/pGMlb0dpFd0
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M A FATGT GouIH &t I - A I Sfed § 9 TP &
TR YRR o RIH-19 4 TH 2|

sifcifiga @1 e o uRe <d gu dte 3 we % o faen
farg Rig &1 fafay faurell R o9 9% 118 TRID FbIRA 2|
st & AT ST Rig qer-feeer ot 25 31 ot arftrep wivematt
R1 AT 81 el &1 3 b G bl I M1y g feh wfeed
TR 23 ¥ 31 TEID! & oI 3R EGRTHT TheHt TR &
e STEIET &1 AT HTT 0T FH, ATRRI FotT JREDR 3T
R TG g

iaTeend! a1 = 2 I T TORTH e gY Uger e foem Sft
< fopa ok gt fob amueht T+t Tamal ik Sfcrat # I @ik
=AY 2T ST 8T f=10T bl 2 2 S+Tepl IR T, 7t 7 gt
TRt IR MY 31k R e § BT M| HRA &1 &R ARG, W Afh
I Pl Sftar g1 7 ot St sy iy wR S form SR aaua | &
AR S HTETH I ST IHBAT IR 79 H Ikl Ts, DT ST
TERT 91a Ul b H oo +ff foracht g o 9w M e o sl
2| FAifh T8 e VAT A1feh @, S $9aR &1l gU Y, S e @ fob
31T T ST IR Al &, S¢ § ABd &, ST W I Tl
21 I T8 Feorar & Gap! IRT et & 3R Hadb 79 J S
T oiclt 217 IR I ST T JUTS BT U AR il A oA
31k g s TTfec & arerraT IM i § S5 SIS &N | T
21 ST & &% T 5t I 31 AT 9 S8 §U 1 P8 IR el §
5 I <t e AT St & et 6 Bid 2l T B AR 7
ettt & off et 2

T A S 357 A YBT o Al A 4 I & Sfta F @i bt
URA foraT 21 1T o Jarsii &t Ara W 5t I a1 uvra e
A 8 2 IPT STR AT [ g 75T 7 ST A RS A
SR T grt” et fe STt 3 it I S 1 AiER G, R I
319 I ol B 'GP o I dg, §Ioid dortar) avda: St
R T TEROT AT, NG FAXP{T PBT TR H=AT 81 I D Sita
BT PIs V4T 3T T &, Rt ARefig anm gfad 21 81
TS A Sl i IR BT FATS TS, A1, SUFRT A o1, R
Afeh e 5 amg | FRior-|er 5 g | SRR I 7 IS Tca T
g, S 3 =St Feft o1 & 21 S2i Pal fob PR ATed 3R e™
Ht I DI GIRY BT G el A @, Slfh I T i Afardar
P13 3 & WhPRA §1 HIR ATed forad §- w7 faaft
foret foret it GNT g18” 1 S0t TIRE NG el 8- ‘WYl g7 dq 89
qT11 319 v T I T I AT, I8 M FTE? IH b
TRA 1 T U g, U, FET DI 5fee, SR &l 9a
3iR 7isfRar g e gert 07 ui-gai & haet gadl & & Tl
3META, g, TR FDh SUR 9 §Y &, FHRUMT o gU Bl =F
I3 A AR FRPHT TR gL FHT H FEUBR FoRATT I &b
o B o1 ) I T fob- ‘1) 9 & a8t YR &, o 9N &
agt a8l

THT 1 gl b I P T 3R Fud & IR | 950 $B foran
T 2, Tt ot gl 8, o i Y R Y 98 T, A T8
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Kanak Rekha Chauhan Anshu Mehra

fireft| 3ot & Emet B off AR & ISR b O Pl AoRIIGT
o T STTaT 872 39 Q1 b foaR 7 €2 faem off o SR e
15 & ot Y femmeff &1 oo & <Hrar & ufy SaeT FdeT ot
21 Ig1 P b T b IR T DI el I Pl HISER H TS
PR T ST 81 S oAiep § AT &b gaT Pl R 39 I
& B3 D HATS DT H FARIT IS T HT P o 6 TR
R o X 31R HXAT P 31T PRb e <@l T MMV | e
3T B T GfSe 7 IS BT areHifp B g fpa b a 519
YA foRg 3¢ O A1 Se forar “Hiarr: aRay g, otfd
foRaa—forad Seib I o1 IRa +ft forg feam & 59 f”Ridq &1
e g, e Sft-goy et |urt a1 fmfor axd &1 S8
sft 3\ & TRT 6 R | =3t Hi 3R war b paer diar d
HHIST 8] 9 HepelT, hdel I X FHN e 51 Fepar| fer Sf
3 HaT-=m & o v Y oft 95 e T4t i 3R Bt B g7
PHAT3N H ST HoUN 3R FaeT 2 fob g2 3R ol T of ST
ST Y <7 3 fEAT @ @1 Aeplt &1 S5 A 7 [T eF A
SIS HaTe Pl ITR I-HYT &b Y= A &1 iR el fob  Alep
o T &, 31T O fIea S 31U Y@l 2| Iehigd bl SfieeH
STEWTT T ™R3 37g HET 7 o

A rapt audience listens
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MeenakshiF. Paul (SR

"I T Rth TR 3iR Tl T BT AT R T2 ¢
I 3 AT BT Pl ST AT AT I | =
21 J I 39 W B! wfrried st 8 5 H I 9/ faa T8
| TET WG I HYT D 7T IR0 ¢1” Ig Pl g aRS aARaet
3T T BT| < SRNEAT H RN ‘M0 el Sedd”

P IMEPAT H TP BT Hewdg’ T H A AR =eh R @
off| 3 & & g 3R Hiraft U Ui | AR Ht it
PR SRAHT - (THTS | TR o ANfepT TR 7 TR
IR U=aTE < & A1 & T BT uRTY T = el [
AR A H SIS ST, #ft M | Uget 3wl €1 3 a8
fora & &1, 918 0t I BT G, A1 98 bt H 190 &
A 319 Fcftea Y J&M &1, a7 o 31fdy oterr.. Sieehy Sff v/
AT BT SMYUR ¢ | IeAIGRT Sft A1 & FFaRawr<7 5 g a
forg a1 € - Ry 31 77 79 S STTft, v T SR T

Koral Dasgupta


https://youtu.be/5iwgQnB__wE
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Monica Bhagwagar

gt e A b afe ST St 7 gt
ar am sft | i AT W Bt St anft
27

rfafrgy ok Hargedt T e d uRer
S Y IR 7 Far 3 g e ofk 95
H 9 U ¥ foracht Bl amueht 17 gwich
TRPTIRI &1 el &1 SR arehl Uie STepIaliep,
BRI, STATEH ¢ Harged! ST 7 fafder
fat oR forg &R gfFrm R | 31! ugEr
SIS 7| 37T At ARGt Y g —Tiehi R
oY B R B Bl

SRATHT 7 UgaT SR UgEr ol e
T gU QT ahreA i ST Sff & 9 §
STIIT <TgT | Uied =1 &gl fob fermae | STeeh!
U RIS TS &, U Ugled 98 &l i
UETS i 3IIRa &l TRE &I Sta i et
2, 3R ugrs &1 3iRal Hf a8 & b AR fhar-derd g
g1 ugre fit siRd gga wusefiat 21 fenraer 6t i wer 3k
Ter 9§ Rret off arct e & IR & IR F et €, I S5
S & +ft 95 o 21 R 9 957 Jeo iR & 9ot fgur
21 R I T JH DI 2 3R 3 o+t T2 weht 21 T8 db
fop ST arfeh ¥ #ft 3 +ff I3 @S B 21 Ui 7 geRy Sft
& I P 15 57 I & @ I IS AlD IR DT IG0 o
gV gl 5 ugrs A i afth g iR 957 g a S i @
IRE S €1 R I arefl € SR fy T oo apcied i
MR TR A ATt

TT 7 gl fob H Hamdt | 31E g1 a8 St Dl IgaqfH
21 BAR I8l Sl DY g3t H1a, 981 H1a A Ht 7 8, I
oft 7 81 a8t e ot 7S STl B, STy Faedt oft 7ere
ST g1 ST A o fas &t HerT vl 8T ateHifds TERIor

1 Anvita Pradhan
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&P gaTel | el foh XM 59 I9g1fesT & A1 99 S 2,

A PR BN ¢ | ATSHT 3R FaTg BT I PR ¢ Al ST
ARG § P UM BT 2 b ST I TR ¥ 31T 9gd
2, 3TEeT 3 fiyetd €, Swe AmMTiTedT Riard & d S5 T
STeltferereT STl 71 SR Ugd o RIg- 4y dre & drel
g I7h! Ufifg IY HIRGay | Ugd St g1 FHIT = -
P ITE BT AR | Ui R 3iR Pal fh Sgprog &
3R TRE Y 91& I T gR0T T8 Il ¥ I FATeT gosTH
T8I 9| IR T-HAT &b 3Feh U &b ATF g fob Felr
et I Y AR € T8 SR FIRT 1 g ot off|

SRATHT 7 el S ST &b AEHUNTG! HiR H & S8
Ry, e I forar ga1 81 gAY WRURT § gHeTT HaRH
B I, W IS 7 IS YN FHS THN 7 I e T
& a1 & aReT & 915 ST IS 374 ST b TEE & IR
o ST AT €2 Uied 7 gl b &t 0 &b AW
& S Sl €, 98 ot ¢ SNl SR g
SR 8, A1 i REaRE g1 81 Se el o e
GRT &=I0 | {379 &9 & ol gl g4 9gd
URT Bt g1 SR I AT H TR ett bl
9 B! Dl ot IRUIeRIe sar fb diar S
Trgelt ot fos IFeT &= @1, arfes Tt o1 forg
3T €, 9€ *g I 811 Uiel A faviR < 9 gt
G 3iR g fob ugrel # i i srfiuien 6
T IAT T8l gl UR gl AT g fob 3 ot
ITPT P& TS T8 epcit | I S A e
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Anjana Chandak's performance as Kaikeyi
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Ravana Through
a Different Lens

nder the auspices of its unique three-day long

boutique festival Ramayana Kala Utsav, the story
of Ravana was brought into focus at a session aptly
entitled ‘Many Faces of Ravana. Organised by Prabha
Khaitan Foundation, the session allowed Deepa Mishra,
Ehsaas Woman of Lucknow, to engage in conversation
with one of India’s famed mythological authors, Anand
Neelakantan.

It came as no surprise that Neelakantan, known for his
retelling of the Ramayana from the perspective of Ravana
in Asura: Tale of the Vanquished, was able to encourage an
engaging discussion about the myriad shades of a majestic
character considered in popular psyche to be an anti-hero.
In introducing Neelakantan, Mishra said, “Through his " .
writings, he has shown the importance of perspectives B - - Deepa Mishra



https://youtu.be/JvcPnzmqUII
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Vishnu. The confusion arises from the conflation of
Valmiki’s Ramayana with the Bhakti Ramayana. The
former, Neelakantan said, shows that “Ravana is not an
evil [person] per se, though he commits evil deeds. There
is a huge difference between evil and evil deeds.” The
latter was developed at times of a crisis in faith; periods
in which society needed to hold onto the trust in absolute
good.

Elaborating further, Neelakantan added that “in no
Ramayana versions or places is Ravana worshipped as an
epitome of bad and Ram as an epitome of good, or vice
versa. It is just that Ram has performed deeds which can
be construed as good keeping in mind the maryada of
= the era,” which outweighs Ravana’s good deeds. Ravana’s
Malika Varma leadership and the loyalty he generated amongst his

supporters — all except Bibhishan fought for him and
died for him in battle — spoke of his qualities,
for the loyalty resulted not from fear but from
the good things he did as a leader. Discussing

and has given voice to the anti-heroes,” and
the session panned out to be a significant
extension of the same.

= r X how “the concept of Dharma is very nuanced,”
Neelakantan elaborated that the concept | S t Neelakantan spoke of how whatever they did,
of Ravana as evil emanates from the - R & they paid the price for it either in that lifetime

influence of Western concepts, particularly ~ _ ' ‘ or the next.
the Abrahamic religions of Judaism, 3
Christianity and Islam, wherein the
worldview is painted in extreme shades of
good and bad. The idea of God versus Satan,
Heaven versus Hell, and sin versus virtue
have made its way to the ideology of Ram
versus Ravana.

Neelakantan revealed that the m

“The world was always Ravana’s world...
The purpose of Ram was to indicate that
| that world (that is, Ravana’s world) also
Esha Dutta ends,” said Neelakantan. The reverberating
message is that there will be someone who
will face all the difficulties, like Ram, and put an end to
Ravana’s world in any age. The session drew to a close
with the author pondering why Ram

e g - "
Ramayana, meant to be read in Yol y : ; ;

EC Sy . o © ¥ Ravana is notan evil [person] per * | Decomes an avatar, coming toa
conjunction with the Mahabharata, } ; ! conclusion that it is because he does
enunciates that “all the characters, se, though he commits evil deeds. not reveal his human nature. Ram
depending on good or bad acts, There is a huge difference between is celebrated because of his sacrifice
bear the fruit of Karma” Intended eviland evil deeds... inno Ramayana ~  and self-denial, much like Lord
t(l)lb}i St(;lries of Ka;ma, we W(;tnefls versions or places is Ravana Buddha, who sacrificed kingship for
all the .c aracters doing gOO an worshipped as an epitome of bad enhghtenmenj[. Ravana, Qn t.hf'l f)ther
bad things, for they are aimed iR it b hand, acted without any inhibition
as reflections of real life, and no gl y g a5l ?pl_ Ome DLI0pL, and did whatever the common
one in real life can be categorised or vice versa. It is just that Ram human mind desires.
in the extremes of good or bad. has performed deeds which can . .
Bhagavatam and Vishnu Purana b trued d keeping i i e e R

€ construed as good Keeping In to celebrate Maryada Purushottam

positett that F5 SGREy G TIISE mind the maryada of the era, which Shri Ram, Sita, and the magnificent
Mahabharata were meant only as

a leela, performed to show people i .OUF‘LV.*"Q"S Ra.vana 2 gopd dg?‘ 3 fea bt nEiniophic Thiat emanate

things about life and educate them S e -‘-;*’% ey fmm Al gas et ePiCS o
o RN A S, T India, was undoubtedly enriched by

Jedtet e TR ] Ee this nuanced discussion on differing
; perspectives. The session closed with a vote of thanks by

Ravana is not meant to be an equivalent to Satan Malika Varma, Ehsaas Woman of Kolkata, followed by
or an anti-thesis of God. He is Jaya, the bodyguard of the felicitation of the eminent guest.
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Kanak Rekha Chauhan and Dimple Trivedi with Vidya Vindu

519 Y X 9fRR T A 31T 8, A A I8 b 1Y &™) 71T BT A g
R Uget @il 2| 519 AT TeRT 49 0 6T e awelt off | Arach off #

37T 7Y 5t I T Raetrasrt 2 3R U Y SR el & Srefar $6 +f TE g,
Raetr 1 a1 et | o a1 A g2t &8 @i & & oM & forv ok
1 ST, 19 T R | I IR A, 79 a9 7 H IR F T eI
aret S 9 Hral 3 el d 7wy 2t ;67 B wcfter R I g R Gl e
off|” T THT WA BIGSeA hl 3R A SFATEAT DY U1a U=el TR SRNIT
‘ITATIV AT I b R T Bl gt IR B 1S o1, ORI Al
HATDIR T ST HR DT S 7 7 BT & Qe TRAT & AT TRy
fopa|

STRIISTERT 1 SR STEHIRT IET TR Prieh T e 3 ThT iR
YIS aehed fAT| IR ST o plerenlalT FRUT MHT WA BISSe
IR 3R g 6t agfare et s, Wi, wfee, R, geg @,
T, e, HiRad WRuRT 3R gRURE Hermall o1 Icda 71 71 39 4t Hine
forfirce ot wivemT T © &R o8 ufifSa SusmHl, Teaifi ok STgwr
&6 FERIT @ g “Ferd’, ‘fhara’, ‘A, ‘U JeltenTd AN’ ‘g WIge
[, ‘|R SR WS, ‘IR’ 3R ‘A1efi’ SR o Briehn SR v
21 2 I iR et HaTg DT I HAT BT &Y B o ATl IICE, ST 3R
HIftfes IRAT ST §U TG 7 STgeT SR IThl S T S fobar |

FUR 6 U1ed ST H 39 YT & A1 FHaHT Fipioes TR H

Sangeeta Ahuja performs with her troupe

Singh and Sangeeta Ahuja and her troupe

SO §| T o T frrepe o it I, emur ok STt TR 9,
areHifes 9 o qeflF R €1 IR et 7 ft ;57 & R 7 I SRy A
o7 @ U1 e & w+ft wrareit 3 wer I @ik R @1 e 2 g
LT AT Gaet Ugad &, STat 1401 gRT AT BT &RT & ST §1 Q1 HIg
I H IRI SR Hedd gu AR & S H Ugad B 6t Y 3y Ak 81 &
w0 5 I7g Tec 21 2t I S 39 o A § e Ry bt e et offi
R M, WM, AT, S S |AdTG b YL KT TR Dl G BT 39
PRI TS o 1 3T Sl -

Tt ove TERTHT TER} AT AT

T% TG BB Y, IR [t I

Y THT & T TR IV G& fI9arT

9I&T Rl I faTT FRER AT

qes e yeRRf SiRadT... g9 & 4t I

379 718, 3o 3F 4 77...

QT 7 g STeTTg JiRaT... 319 AlE, GOl qF 5t ¥7...

T Y S THHA & IR 2E%) 310 fagamy W el et &1 By P
2 ufth 3R urTerT & B 3R Tl 81 IR IRT quiRe &1 i et Y
Tcflerm Y Tt it THIH &S| W X1 SR ALHT & 1Y I8 UURd 81 I
I A BT ST IS 2| AR BT Hafdger wY HE S 2 98 7o
ST | S8 Ugd™ 7 UM o fofg &1 ATl 81 A1aT 9/esy
1 STTfrea ThBR A= T 5t I ST Pfean 1 ufds R &
et 7y +ff T Y 3T TR g S SR Rl 21 2 w7 @i @
Thel IRTRIT & WA & gl o1equr off 4 8% & @rd &1

STg & AfRAT 1 378 & I Bt
G I BT 3R T i St ¥ .

SATAISTEDT I 3R T SFERAT o oIaTS> fouet faet 3
i 1St iR Areft PHerrHRT w1 e )
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QT 7 T ¥ Bl & = 36t ot S areft Heledt o o @ § 8T T faSs T 1 XTI el e’ & SR
URIfOT STeT bl HE Algel U S8 319 Uebel AT & fofu Qo1 1R # FfRIT T diseh 1o+ IRgfal ‘7qIey)”
& ATEH | B! PO Teh D! &l I 39 Thel Acd IRIRT H THS | B SREST ~TR— 3MaLH TeT Ieel! ¢ 2 S
g1efieTelT T N bl JATaTdl & ? <l <hls Ueh T Wi el @, 3R Pecll 8- 9§ & 1P Haledl.... U §8g Hofeg,
ST, T Bh... i YT & I b TRy A 6T AvE & o ufey 19 b forw it Sfteet Sfidt &, @ g sar
31T T ¢ 2 Hares ol A wfghan Y A W SR died o e § wd AgET ‘Aeieyt’ gafe ff e &, 5
3TRER & 319 Sftaet S &t e o1 gdaclt afat & € o o €. srafsai

Anjana Chandak's performance as Mandodari
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"SI TP, TP, 3R o e TR T, AR IR IR
3 H I T, TP UG, \HE T Y e, 36T I8 3@, A A @
T o X o TROT et F 3rgedr AR W STER 31E, Sefh areHifd
AT H Q1 TS TS g Bl axvT T awd &, T S9 wuet | srgedr
TERIIY W FTER TS| U PEl & TN F A, IS
TR, TR TRIHT ST AFe ATRIE BT d THT WA BIrSseH
GIRT 3R B SN ‘MR el Sed’ & ‘Ramayana in the
performing arts’ At ‘TG a3t & IErEUr WA | et 3@ off|
Mg g e iR getaulf 7 FmT iR graTg e & w
arfify ot 7 ARy e

oranuit = gt & YRS 6 ARphiD ERIER ST AHRIE & TR
e e e # o 2, fagHt iR SFgT et TARTD &
ST PRI & 90 <2 # PrisH, @R 3R HRISTEATS ST
PR, AR BN ST FRIDBA S & ARATIH - AETe &b HU T Y
T PR T TGl DT S Sf AFRIE P g qI0T, 97 famor, |
e FpIEHt I F G B 3R e i g A g1 ‘Faew

NN

Sonal Mansingh

T AMRIE 7 ‘T AT ST’ DT ATHRID It § T & fawg
& oA Y 3R T 7 I8 vy a At | el 3 Xer & 99§ B
areHifes = 4t IETIOT AR Y AT Y| IRd B Ig HEIHeg o § &
SRIERT B1 3% 4LaTd B3 IR0 T Sgd §3TT| F 11T & AR 6l 8
S G bt a1 R T8 g I, 99, e, deis, HiRkar, s,
SRR, SHYferm & g Mt I A A e = gt g, W W ARa
6 I FAT TR | WG ACH BT Toierd § T8 FHerc § i i 7,
wfid, e # v foxars 3T &1 S # St a1 el § 7 et
AT, S AR ATed 9 WR R femd €, afew R g1 A
i, &l T Ped & dfeds ST Fiid- Ped &, T 1
FT ffed g, vaferd 8, e gl

S AFRAE 7 1974 § 9 Iqefiaredt a4 TaRT 9 & IR
St 9 & HEIHT B I HRA g IAIT O I AT HfIT ATcd rapIcH
F I FHER § o e fenett @ oga i i v,
faumd, i Fe, 9 FTHT| e Ugel g HRATCTH N gSd anfedt
TR, SR TR, ST SR I8 T T SAT 9 Sf b A e,

ORT oM’ & o T FoRel 5 | P 8N P S B AT & SR
1 oy I wfta e srpreHt & srede Ht g g E, IR g

4 SIRT el IS P b, b AR D HY H T IR FIRA ¢ | I

R SlagHcst 3R 3 g fordt ST gl €1 319 Ue T 9, TR
ThT, oG iR T

Gt TR, AgThT Sit T STER] IR, IH-ITauT g SR Srea arast

T | geaT raweft St I f&AT araeft, ot Tt Y A mide oft,

TSRIN eranst IR 5 SO ANTGH fepaT| AT FerieR H H d 3 |
&1 T 3| & ARIE 7 P 918 S ST & JUSH, I | 70
DT ARY Bl


https://youtu.be/vOJh1kYTJqQ
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Sonal Mansingh with Ehsaas Women
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BT T IPE PRl gU IeH el {6 5t arefifas sramor 3R 5ff
YEGRT T H 39 SR H ST - ST T 3R 81 g8 I8 ot He
2N b 3MRER 31gedT T A Ug Tl & 3+ 3R & 1 e
Ugel 1 foram ST 81 Sfgedn, G, gl AN, AIGN] qe! G
AN AETAIAPIE | T8 BT ITgd | Sre Hey ateH e 3R 5t
AR A § gfofd 3rgedn & iR Bl R | S9RIT| AFRE T 3
ff TR FTT 5 HAdR! TN b 7@t i, 3R et 5 W gRT famar
T I TN R AT | Nfexd # g gar oot Wt A @17 Fer
REIRT 61|

ST AHRIE 7 ST St & S IR A AT &l o1 o Pored! TRy
o YT o forg AR ob AT 31T Vel 8 IR S} Ueb il bl gfee gl
gl R el 2 3R a8 et 8-

Shinjini Kulkarni

SPECIAL EDITION

3@ 1] PO 53 ST 7 IR e FIf Garg!
I TR fa5f gl gt kT s 77 g art
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..., ‘T 3N 79 ARIE FT... ", ‘Uas 7T IgUher B 7@...,
JATT U $99 Qle UR AT a7t gof -

%G 3% G f9g7T % fvg q8IR T8I
fRRe AR vgik sfe ares Hifa 7 &R

S AFRIE 7 S ULATT I bl 0T BuITe o1 H IR AT
iR R T fement & ft 07 fHr IuRRART & IR F R F gam|
IR 5ft I & R w7k 2R 3R Rra & I ek BN Y T B IR
5 ot g I 4 areHife R H aftia Har st & IRk &
RafepeT T SN ‘Bfadrael’ ¥ aftld ‘sae & gR FBR T, g
g & YUt o e & A1 & St IS PuTe TIET &0 YaY
greuy...” 1 STedd Hrayu gui | SF AaHfig 3 R fb S o
fore 1S |ufRy AR el g iR o1 gRT wATfd wer ‘sft s
Pt N3, € WX hR 3 FIRIDe S}’ Pl Faftd o= far &1 REmer
MG, DT ST b IGN D A1 e AU Fwhedl Bl faRm f&T| g
T aR TR YR 7 e ATIRIE o1 1P fohar|




28

SPECIAL EDITION

RGN kala utzav /f// . ///

Natureis at the
Heart of the Epic

- e | | . [ ”‘h'
Meenakshi F. Paul i | M r A Anand Neelakantan

he figure of Sita has been the ideal to which Indian Kala Utsav held in Ayodhya, with the authors Anand
women have always been pushed to aspire. A woman  Neelakantan, Meenakshi . Paul and Koral Dasgupta.
of inimitable virtue and fortitude, she is the mythological ~ Shruti Agarwal, Ehsaas Woman of Allahabad, delivered
figure that has remained ever-present in the psyche of the  the welcome note while Dasgupta moderated the session.
masses as the picture of the perfect wife and mother. But
newer readings of the character of Sita have unearthed
other aspects that had hitherto remained unexplored
in academia and popular culture. Her relationship with
nature, especially, had been a topic that has sparked the
interest of several writers.

The conversation commenced with a discussion on
the aporias associated with Sita’s birth. Neelakantan
pointed out that folk tales in Kannada ascribe Sita’s origin
to Ravana’s sneeze, while other versions of the folk tales
from different parts of the country say that Sita was
Mandodari’s stillborn child and was buried to be later

To delve deeper into this and other such issues, Prabha  discovered by King Janaka.

Khaitan Foundation organised the session ‘Mother Earth

: == A Meenakshi F. Paul noted how the Lok Ramayana of
and Climate Change: Sita’s Prophecy’ at the Ramayan

Himachal Pradesh also considers Sita to be Mandodari’s


https://youtu.be/Ml6Kujh58nA
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The Ramayana revolves around Sita’s choices.

i Sheis Prakriti because, just like Prakriti, she cannot
be controlled by anyone. Prakriti, Manyusha, Pravriti
- all are intertwined. Any kind of imbalance
in human life, Nature, or the human mind will
harm the whole of creation
— Meenakshi F. Paul

93,

Shruti Agarwal

daughter whom Janaka had discovered, and how the story signifies the balance between Prakriti and Purush,”
circumstances of her birth and personality point to her he noted.

deep connection with nature. “The Ramayana revolves
around Sita’s choices. She is Prakriti because, just like
Prakriti, she cannot be controlled by anyone. Prakriti,
Manyusha, Pravriti — all are intertwined. Any kind of
imbalance in human life, Nature, or
the human mind will harm the whole
of creation,” she remarked.

Probing the role and character of Ravana in the
story, Neelakantan noted that despite Ravana being the
destroyer, he does not necessarily have to be labelled as
the villain in the story. Clarifying

66 turther, he said, “Everything
depends on the perspective and
reason behind the destruction.
The moment one goes into good
versus evil, it becomes extremely
difficult to justify a destructive
act”

Contrary to the Mahabharata, where
asuras appear in various animal forms
and Lord Krishna kills them, the
Ramayana is a nature-oriented story
where nature is with Ram at every
moment. This is evidenced when
Banara and Jatayu fight for him.
The story signifies the balance
between Prakriti and Purush
— Anand Neelakantan

Neelakantan noted that other
versions refer to a curse stating that
Sita will be born to destroy Lanka. “At
the time of birth, Sita is cut into pieces
and buried. But she joins herself and
becomes Sita. Other versions state
that Sita was born out of the fire, like
Draupadi,” reflected the author.

Paul relayed an episode
popular in folk tales from
Himachal Pradesh where
Ram and Lakshman call upon
Ravana, the greatest Shiva bhakt,
to do yagna and propitiate Lord
Shiva. The yagna was being held

Highlighting how nature and its
preservation are an integral part of
the Ramayana, Paul referred to the
story of Sita’s haran. “Lakshman drew : 99 for Vijay Prapti or victory in
14 concentric circles for the security of war. On completion of the yagna,
Sita. These 14 circles denoted 7 water bodies and 7 jungles ~ Ram and Lakshman touch Ravana’s feet, and he blesses
in all directions. When Ravana came to kidnap Sita, he them saying ‘Vijayi Bhava’ or ‘victory be yours. “This
duped her into erasing all the circles to be successful episode shares a different perspective on the character of
in his heinous motive. This story has a Ravana, who is vilified in North India,
symbolic significance. If our water bodies but who, in Himachal Pradesh or South
and forests are safe, we human beings will India, has a different image, and even
be safe,” observed Paul. has temples in his name,” she said.

The session came to a close with an
intriguing discussion on the food habits
of the characters in the Ramayana as
depicted in folk literature. The vote of

Neelakantan opined that the Ramayana
is a story of the nurture of nature.
“Contrary to the Mahabharata, where
asuras appear in various animal forms and

Lord Krishna kills them, the Ramayana is a
nature-oriented story where nature is with
Ram at every moment. This is evidenced
when Banara and Jatayu fight for him. The

Vedula Ramalakshmi

thanks was delivered by Agarwal while
Vedula Ramalakshmi, Ehsaas Woman
of Bhubaneswar, felicitated Neelakantan
and Paul.
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Yatindra Mishra 3N = il Malini Awasthi

Manoj Rajan Tripathi

T S fpet s HUTT WAt &, FFh Triep I 71d) O, AIfeh e A AR b
Y I & faRTe fthed 1, TRF &1, 0T 1 39 =8 A 379+ o | ST,
3T R I8 Hikg fierelt B o IRa & FTa 10T, |ARp i o7 iR
HiReepfers AT S &Y A a8 M & AT &Y 8, I & s o Dl 2”7 g g
2 TRATd ABITRIHT HTferiT Jraveeft BTl o RNeaT B ST “ITHRIU el
Iqa’ & ‘Flp J m T H e faR @k 3R J@ off | 359 5 ¥ S5 b 9y
el T uTet iR Il firsr SufRud 1 Aargadt 6t fiet AT o Baret
1 FI97S | ST i RS 3iY) HERT 7 T@NId, UG iR et MRy & ar
& T &1 uRay | S8 gl b I &0 WRAT & Sfae | dal T8l &1


https://youtu.be/XstrKo0KEt4
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BTt = araweft | waT fob Hh! a3 g™ 7, &R
AR} fager 81 3nRaR &t H XM & a2 st 7 SR e &6
ST Tl 997 I8 foran f3p Sfia & &7 o1 Rea a1 22 <leb
H M I I S T AT IR T I AN, 79 59 b Afched H
AT =1 2 S, I 519 U SfE & G IR el I Y, M
9 SAMIIR & Teh AR A Tl g, Y Sid IR e 7 &
SV, M S I 19 7 G S, M9 519 A1 Al &b BHoT—hur
6 9T B, T ®, 31reHT § 7 & 919, a1 § 91 Y 0 M &
35 Tqor 7 g Y T § R I ST DIg A @ ferar o A
9 &1 M ar 79 €, S gAR S & Ugel GpR i Hi
b IM &1 II-dod, B9, 5, o, Dpige weH M B 8’
I, & TM, I T T ¢ .. I AT F ola &R I H, FRIar
3 A1g 5T U1 I SRR | FRPRT A W 9B I §1 TR
IS I Y FEBT DY AT ¢ AT 87 AT Fhdl @ foh aiep § I
P B Bl 31ef T B | IR Aleh | ATH Uah T & i T b
T ATel! A f18l o bl AT GG | ATIS ST A SHDBT A1 3faY

JThT HAT, MAT P o1 R A Y PpoumT Hft Tl Hi s gen

el | I ABIIC | 8, T Al |t | |, dAlp
Sftee 7 ar € &1 =
TERT 7 et 3 araweft orgt R wAiftrenT §1 I
G STTATST H AR Al SiTa T i gorl
219 310 TR H Al R Dl URIER Bl goreht
g1 grsht AfEd o Tl | aretgd sraweft IS
I AR g5 3 f318T U1 & gt At
ST <t e miyet AR <dt Y et aiy sy
21 3 eraeft, georae oik oG oflk fEa) s &ik
3 A=l aiferal o el &, iR o, gAY, [T,
AT, T o AT e Wl <t aHft v faremait & veegfer ot
1 SR e o5 Bfd, ST 3R SraTes Hiwaft U et ot
afeR uget & |5 § 31 S gt 71 I s firsr i, R
IR PeAT-SHIT & ST -AM fIgH &1 319 IR B 93 3R
GV B IRIGYY, Q@ SR ‘Al 5 gared” St g
gy IRIT W@ §1 T G-I’ b foTg 3y I fher PR

TFARIE & 'Tg0f A’ F TG 21 ardiepR Bard! @1 afkasr oft
SRS T o o 511 gt ¢

Nidhi Garg

T IS IR e =i URE 1 s aTe & IR
G 4 o1 % oy B o i st o 3 < )

1 oy oo AT A S gl T8 A | I8 MUY

W TERIS W € At & oft < €1 9 g & ffa o )
OUNY I famreft etes fidl, et et § g 9
6 R & =@t Y 3R Pl fos I |l h g
T oft 81 f1%1 3 gl b PIS R THRIHD BT
ot foredt I TR I T HIOT Bl <RI B Al S
I1a g Fapd! 8l R IW Ifg e Hr A 78 €, 9
e P DI IS 21 AT H Ieh 98 AR A E g9 e
A Y P &1 TgT GIRY Heel HiSR H Tal & ASRRN & B
4 w1 g F81 IR YR IM Bl g1 IR AU I qo7
oY & B H o@dl g, el e UIg JHd 2l

281 3 Ap PAT, WURT IR AP b IP &b A1 T &
TS HY A PR Y T P B H b ATH g Sl AIrsi
1 S fohaT SiR ot 3 3 o Hul A e B et H I
&6 maier, IH Hour, g, Uer, Ji & A1 ey, IH—STHh!
& yorg &t gt off et | I @ wHeE & forg sriear & &f:
TReHHT Bl SR 2| ST TPAT 1 Ua, IAB Ieal A g
fY SToxd 21 st Afed auft aehrat A & B 19 b @y it
foReaR 3 Tt Y 3R 9T 6 e A I e & e off i
£, 9 WpRT ¢ 1 I S [, T, Hafer ik aikarRe
TG DT AR 21 &R & i, fopam 1fiq & < &1 first 3 et f
T 3T IR, FATET, et Rivamadt, I & fore @g ot Fafa
PR Y AWDHAT | UieT 7 Rl Al & yaferd sex &t gt
& SR b ST bl HAT GATS 3R el fh [ 7 &Rl T faRier
o) sraveft % amRad) o aroeft A<t “forgel ST vERa &Y w7,
gareaR e mi 7 fsar)
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S & 1Y FhI-3ARIRRIT 3R | &1 uiRed 1| S8 el b gHRT AReRIma 1St
Rt PUT-HUT H St I T 31RTed T pRAT 21 f2a § STgh gl ft AR €, a1 e
5 urefi= rer & oft STt YRR “eles” T, 3T HTRr IR SR AT AT TaA
P AT TR HefSTT, SSRRR, TR, A § 7 el g 1R &, 3R refiend
et STcht €, afes a5t & i, o wifta & ot sft Im war = 21 Aol 6
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Sonal Mansingh's performance
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Sonal Mansingh with Ehsaas Women, panelists and Team Prabha Khaitan Foundation
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Yatindra Mishra with Ehsaas Women and the team of Prabha Khaitan Foundation
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Sudipta Kundu

Sudipta Kundu's artwork on display at the Ramayana Kala Utsav painting exhibition
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Ehsaas Women admire the art on display

Vidya Vindu Singh looks at Sudipta Kundu's artwork
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The three days of the Ramayana Kala Utsav will be remembered and cherished forever, as, on
these days, I had the privilege of being in the holy city of Ayodhya. It was ‘hum sab ki Ayodhya’
and there were 15 other Ehsaas Women from all over India. It was special, and I strongly feel
we women were just destined to be there; it was a calling of Sita-Ram to their Ayodhya.

I thank Prabha Khaitan Foundation and its dedicated team for providing such an amazing
opportunity and for organizing the festival in Ayodhya. The entire fest was so well curated
and thought out. Each session left me spellbound for more. The quest to know more and hear
different perspectives on the epic, the Ramayana, and its characters has always been there,
and this festival quenched my thirst and opened doors for learning more. Many questions and
doubts that were harboured since childhood were answered, thanks to our chosen and learned
speakers and panellists. I thank them profusely.

The darshan of Ram Lalla, Hanuman Garhi, Nageshwar Nath temple and the ghats of
the river Sarayu left a deep imprint on our hearts, minds and souls. The cultural aspect of
the festival, which included bhajans, dance, discourses by the Padma Shree awardee Sonal
Mansingh and Malini Awasthi, the monologues by Anjana Chandak, and the opening dance
by Shinjini Kulkarni left us mesmerised. The icing on the cake was Yatindra Mishra’s invitation
to his palace for dinner on the last day of our stay. All of us had a very relaxed evening and
enjoyed the royal hospitality that he showed us along with his parents and his sister Manjari
Mishra. We returned home feeling happy and full of special memories and stories to relive.

Opportunities like this strengthen the bond that we as Ehsaas Women share. We learn and
get to know each other more closely, and it is so nourishing and fulfilling. For this, I thank the
Foundation.

— Anubha Arya, Ehsaas Woman of Patna

A

The Ramayana Kala Utsav was an enriching experience for the soul. Being a Hindu, the
Ramayana has been a part of me since childhood. I have grown up listening to the stories of
the Ramayana. It was quite astonishing to listen to the various versions of the epic from state to
state and their belief systems.

The monologue acts by Anjana Chandak on Kaikeyi and Mandodari gave me a different
perspective, and I gained information that I was unaware of. The performances by Dr
Sonal Mansingh mesmerised the audience and, I could vividly imagine the swayamvar of
Goddess Sita. The panel discussions by Yatindra Mishra, Anant Vijay, Anand Neelkantan,
Koral Dasgupta, Asha Prabhat, Meenakshi E Paul, Manoj Rajan Tripathi and other esteemed
panellists gave rise to many questions regarding the beliefs that we have held to for years.

Malini Awasthi’s insightful discussion of the music tradition was enlightening. Listening to
her was a treat to the ears. Shinjini Kulkarni’s performance was breathtaking, and it embodied
how the Goddess Kali comes alive in us when certain situations call for it. On the whole, I truly
feel blessed to have been a part of the well-curated festival by the team of Prabha Khaitan
Foundation.

— Nidhi Garg, Ehsaas Woman of Bhubaneswar

Y
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While I was returning from Ayodhya towards New Delhi, I reminisced about a role I played
in 2005, in a play called Bhumi Kanya Sita. It was based on B.V. Warerkar’s works, staged at
JKK, Jaipur, and directed by Vishal Vijay, a graduate of the National School of Drama. I played
Sita, the title role. For the love of theatre, this role fell into my lap like a memory I'd hold onto
forever. From someone who was into William Shakespeare and George Bernard Shaw during
college and Western themes post college, this mythology-based play in Hindi was quite a
challenge.

Today, when, after years, Ayodhya is back in the mainstream and Ramjanmabhoomi is
getting a new face, a proposal for an event in Ayodhya by Prabha Khaitan Foundation was
something I never would have missed. As an Ehsaas Woman, I got the opportunity to be a
part of this magnificent fest. It was my first time in Ayodhya and also in Lucknow, from where
I drove to Ram Lalla’s home. My excitement was at its zenith.

During the festival, meeting the stalwarts Vidya Vindu Singh, Sonal Mansingh, Malini
Awasthi, Anant Vijay, Yatindra Mishra and others was truly spellbinding and a learning
experience. The heartfelt presentations, discussions and performances made the three-day fest
a mammoth hit. Meeting the wonderful Ehsaas Women and associates from all parts of the
country was a delightful experience as always. The team of the Foundation deserves all the
accolades for a seamless programme. The divine darshan of Hanuman Garhi and Ram Lalla ki
Pedi made the trip fulfilling and complete.

The warmth and hospitality of the scion of Ayodhya, Bimlendra Mohan Pratap Mishra,
Jyotsna Devi Mishra, their wonderful children Yatindra and Manjari Mishra, and the entire
family will always be remembered. A walk around their
beautiful, art-bound Ayodhya Palace, also called the Raj
Sadan, took me back to an unrealised time in history.

In the play, Sita questions Ram, and I have come to
believe that if there’s anyone who could question Ram,
it was, and is, only Sita. They’re only answerable to each
other. The love they shared with each other was and
always will be the most exemplary, intimate, special and
beyond anything we can imagine.

— Shraddha Murdia, Ehsaas Woman of Udaipur

Shraddha Murdia portrays Sita in the play Bhumi Kanya Sita

Y

The Ramayana Kala Utsav organised by Prabha Khaitan Foundation was a beautiful and
enriching experience. It was my privilege to be a part of it, in Ayodhya. The festival filled us up
so deep inside with art, culture, knowledge and vibrancy, thanks to its well-curated sessions
and mesmerising performances. The whole concept and its execution were superb.

— Surbhi Dhupar, Ehsaas Woman of Indore
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Of Faith and Holy Cities
A_ s always, it was the Ehsaas Women who played a holy city of Ayodhya - after all, the birthplace of Lord
pivotal role in the success of the Ramayana Kala Ram is bound to settle firmly into the hearts of believers.
Utsav — they put all their passion into the festival, and Catch a few glimpses of the wonderful Ehsaas Women as
helped turn it into the resounding success it was. These they took in the wonders of the temples of the holy city

dynamic women also made the most of their time in the ~ of Ayodhya.

Shraddha Murdia at a temple in Ayodhya ™
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Rachna Seth, Nidhi Garg, Kanak Rekha Chauhan, Dimple Trivedi, Anand Neelakantan and Deepa Mishra take a picture after offering prayers at a holy temple in Ayodhya
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“Id like to give my compliments to Prabha Khaitan Foundation for the
wonderful festival that they put up in Ayodhya, titled the Ramayan Kala Utsav,
to explore the impact of the Ramayana on our culture, our literature and our
arts. In fact, the Ramayana and Lord Ram’s message have impacted every aspect
of the Indian way of life for thousands of years; therefore, literature and culture
cannot remain divorced from it. As the Ram Janmabhoomi temple is rebuilt in
Ayodhya, many of these discussions are becoming moot and alive once again, so
what Prabha Khaitan Foundation is doing is very topical. My congratulations
and compliments to the Foundation; I hope that Lord Ram continues to bless
this venture with all the grace and success.”

Amish Tripathi

Author and Director of the Nehru Centre in London,
Minister of Culture and Education at
the High Commission of India to the UK
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